Topic Outlines

1. Must be parallel.  If the topic starts with a verb – continue using verbs to start each idea.  If it is a noun, use nouns…

2. If you have an A, you must have a B.  If you have a 1., you must have a 2.

3. Just use topics – Roman numeral topics indicate the major topic.  Letters indicate the sub-topics and numbers break the information down even further.

EXAMPLE:

I. Family Problems 
A. Custodial: Non-custodial Conflicts 
B. Extended Family 
C. Adolescent's Age 
II. Economic Problems 
A. Child Support 
B. Women's Job Training 
C. Lower Standard of Living 
D. Possible Relocation 
1. Poorer neighborhood 
2. New School 
III. Peer Problems 
A. Loss of Friends 
B. Relationships with Dates 
